Chall Tall

Encouraging Creativity... the Essence of Better Hockey

As we see in most
cases, amateur sports
mirtors  professional
sports in several ways
ookl

SHANE _ under way we see that

BOWLER  the pre-hisoric days
of ockey scem 1o be extinct and
this is great for minor hockey. No
more cluiching and grabbing, no
more tapping from the first face-
off to the last buzzer. Meaningless

very systematic and robotic in their
t

10 win. As a result, we saw
very litle creativity in hockey. A
a spectator and former player this
style of hockey was boring to watch

flowingly at exceptional speed while
manoeuvring with skill and grace
through your opponent. 1 am also
quite sure it was not envisioned t
agame where creativity and skill were
inhibited with legal Infractions and
airtight systems. Creativity is seen in
all aspects of the game but especially
when a player s on offence. When a
player must figure out how to beat
a defender one on one or when 1o

factors 10 the decline of creativity
and the game should also be used to
bring the great game of hockey back
1o lie. These factors are the playing

overall style of play during a game.
Before this season, the NHL. rules
and their officils allowed a game
that was filled with obstruction and
impediments. The best players wer
not allowed to display their skill and
a5 a result lowered the tlent level to
where all players became somewhat
mediocre. It doesn't matter how fast
you skate or how good a stick handler
You are, when an opponent could
just use his stick to ook onto a
player as defence makes all thi
equal by making skill irelevant. The
old style of NILL. was very similar
inihe NEL; whers g men tuce
for inches and yards of space.

style of play and officiating xrkk\ed
down to minor hockey. Th

NHL” and their offc iing
1his problem by slowing the sklled
players 10 play again with creativty.
“The NH.L. season is farfrom over so
it is impossible to determine if the
“new N.H.L" allows for more goals.
It s possible to determine that the
“new NHL allows for more offen-

‘There are camps around advertising
skill development that rarely use

instructors often stress
skating technique without the use of
‘pucks. As far as 1 am concemed, all
drils even conditioning ones should
be done with a puck. If a player is
taught at a young age to develop al
skills together, as they mature
they will have less o understand
or comprehend physically and thus
can concentrate on having fun while
being creative. Also most hockey

stress individual skill rather than
game situations. It is very obviou
which young players attend a lot of
hockey schools through their play.
‘Theyare the type of player who skates
fluidly, who can dangle with a puck
and then let a rocket go... during
warm-up. Once this player s put into
a game situation they are useless and
ineffective. Most of these players do
Dot know how to apply their skill
in a game situation. This is where
hockey schools can be effective. If
Kids could be taught to apply skillin
game situations creativity will then

mentally played than  physically
played and therefore If you or your
child attends a hockey school, make

this is what we like to see. Skils of
skating, stick handling, passing and

position and most importantly how
10 beat a goalie is when creaivty
s Crucial. When a young player is
in scoring position and must decide
do I shoot or deke? If 1 shoot, do |
50 with a forehand or backhand?

tive and fun. There is no creativity or
thinking in the “can opener
hooking.
the style of officiating and rules will
filter down to ll minor hockey which
will allow for scoring opportunities

1 shooting for? Am
1 going five-hole? If 1 am deking, do
180 10 my left o right, forehand or

why e play and love hockey. For the
thrill and resut of being creative to
beat the opponent

Surprisingly, the contributing
24 ookerure

Another factor in diminishing
creativity in minor hockey are some
Key schools. Don't get me wrong,

of the game. It also helps to find
an instructor that has accomplished
something in hockey that you and
your child wish to achieve. Find an
instructor that has played the game.
and understands what i takes 10 get
tothe next level. There are nstructors
who will li about thei career and
credentials, 50 parents do some back.
ground work and put your child in
thebestsituation for them o succeed,
1 a player is taught how to under-
stand and think the game of hockey,

great instructors but there are also
those schools that are hurting the

blossom.
only in hockey but
mmhmg in lfe, a child’s parents
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continued fom page 24
attitude and thought process towards

‘pomwer play and the parents/spectators
continuallyscream, “shoot” whenever
they believe it i the right time. Most
of the time the player is 100 young
and not physicaly developed to take

shot. The parents see the
pros on TV make the shot o they.
assume that is the play their child
must make; which is wrong, Let the
players figure it out. It 5. game they

at work was continually barking
instructions at them the entire time.
Give your kids some credit and
space. They know what they are
trying to accomplish on the ce o
allow them to learn by both failure
and success. Let the game educate
and develop your childs thinking

he has d wi
el ma e et
etimes hinder 3

couch's copy what helps teams win

ind tapping are the main tools for
winning 50 again we s this in minor

game on carth to a standstll. Most

had the creativity stripped from
game 10 appease their coach’s desire
for two points. Most forwards, ether
because they are not allowed or they
are not confident with. their skills
don'teven attempt to beat adefender
one on one. Also, you rarely
deeseraan g pust e with
e puck, n the player is
st 1 dump th puck n and
your zone 50 the team.
2ot scorsd upon, i s mindiet
minor players are
Conceraad il oy, e, sooed
againstand rarely think about scoring.
o making something happen in the
offensive zone. It is funny that you

of tinking I thl i e

style of team play. In minor hockey,
for whatever reasons the coach has
immense pressure placed upon him
to win rather than develop. Therefore:
32 woomr e

be put i effec through pmn
P s T thinking and
Inagiiton i gume satos 1

fevelop a young player’s creaiviy.

1 feel that these skills are Just as

skilled game on earth with creativity
as the foundation. We, in minor
ockey, must do all that we can to
nurture and develop creativity a best
we can. In today’s world of modern
xtreme sports, Kids of all ages are
mmmmxly drawn t0 such sports as
cross,and skate
»oa.amgwnmmnvuym.mm.,
it should be in hockey. These.

e growing wokdwile dally The
athietes of these sports don't have
ules, systems, coaches, or spectators/
purmts contioualy arking inkrve

They have creativity and
umaonauon and people love it

continue to diminish and that would
a tragedy.
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